The efficacy of different techniques of facial nerve block for cataract surgery was investigated. Forty 
recorded voluntary activity of the orbicularis muscle in each patient before, 1, 3, 5, and 10 minutes after administration of the block. The EMG curves, plotted on paper, were fed via a digitising tablet into a digital computer (MOP; Kontron, Germany) calculating the area under the curves (Fig 2) . EMG integration was employed previously in evaluations of neuromuscular block23 and studies comparing intramuscular electric activity and tension of the muscle24; it provides a quantitative measure of excitation level in a muscle. 25 The needle EMG is an important tool in assessing peripheral nerve injuries and the functional integrity of a nerve plexus, in determining the extent and severity of a plexus lesion.26 A Muller blepharometer27 measured the force of lid closure. The instrument has a scale which corresponds to a force between 68 and 190 pond (Fig 3) . The pond, a conventional unit of force, equals 9-806X 1O-3 newton. (Table 3) .
We used a one factor analysis of variance to estimate the effect of time on each of the block techniques. The results show that time has the most prominent effect on the EMG area, force of lid closure, and subjective assessment of lid The radiological images obtained after the modified O'Brien block (Fig 6A) show the dye distributed in the immediate neighbourhood of the bifurcation of the facial nerve into its temporal and cervical branches. The distribution of the injected dye after the Atkinson and van Lint blocks (Fig 6B and 6C) showed that neither of these techniques achieved a complete inclusion of the region of the anastomosing branches of the facial nerve. The distribution of the dye solution after the lid block (Fig 6D) indicated an involvement of the orbital region (Fig 6A) . 43 We achieved effective lid akinesia with both the proximal O'Brien block and the most peripheral block of the terminal branches of the facial nerve -that is, the lid block (Figs 4,  5; Tables 2, 4) . Thus, our results agree with previous reports,12 44 
